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Open Your Heart—Mothers
Advocate for Children with
Disabilities

P uget Sound—Immigrant mothers with
children with developmental disabili-
ties face multiple challenges. Not only do
they confront issues such as learning a new
language and adjusting to a new culture,

but they also must
learn to navigate a
complicated system
to access resources
for their children.

The women of
the Justice Circle
at the Arc of King
County also deal
with the fact that
their children with
developmental dis-
abilities face judgment and alienation from
the public on a daily basis. In spite of that,
they do not see their kids as a burden.
On the contrary, their children are truly
a blessing and source of unconditional
love. “I love myself through Ricardo,”
Martha said as she recounts discovering
new strengths in herself as she cares for
her teenage son.

The women knew they had a compel-
ling tale of faith, courage, and determi-
nation to share. So they told their story
through local Hispanic media—radio, TV,
and newspaper—to reach out to others

Left: Mayte feeding Ulric during TV interview. Above: Courageous
mothers celebrating their action

who have similar experiences and to break-
down myths and stereotypes.

This inspiring group of women are
advocating for their children’s right to
be included and perceived as valuable
members of society. Mayte says, “My role
of mother has greatly expanded as | have
found new ways to reconnect with my
child.” Martha, another Circle participant,

asks that the community “opens its eyes
and looks past the disability. If they do
that, they will see the beautiful person
they have in front of them.”
This Circle has inspired other Circles
to form in Wenatchee and Napa Valley,
CA which we are sure will foster new
possibilities of hope.

Abre tu Corazon—Madres
Defienden Hijos con
Necesidades Especiales

P uget Sound—Las madres inmigrantes
con hijos que tienen discapacidades
de desarrollo enfrentan desafios mdltiples.
No s6lo deben aprender un nuevo idioma
y adaptarse a una nueva cultura, sino que
también deben familiarizarse con un com-
plicado sistema para acceder a recursos
para sus hijos.

Las mujeres del Circulo por la Justicia
de The Arc of King County también deben

confrontar el hecho de que sus hijos con
discapacidades de desarrollo sufren a
diario los prejuicios y la marginalizacién
del publico. A pesar de ello, no consideran
que sus hijos sean una carga. Al contrario,
sus hijos son una bendicién y una fuente
de amor incondicional. “Me encanto a mi
misma a través de Ricardo”, dijo Martha
al contar que descubre nuevas fortalezas
en ella al cuidar de su hijo adolescente.
Estas mujeres saben que tienen una
historia conmovedora de fe, valentia y

“Me encanto a mi misma

a través de Ricardo”

determinaci6n. Y la compartieron con los
medios de comunicacion local en espafiol
—radio, televisién y prensa—para ayudar
a quienes tienen experiencias similares y
acabar con mitos y estereotipos.

Este inspirador grupo de mujeres estd
defendiendo el derecho de sus hijos de ser
incluidos y ser percibidos como valiosos
miembros de la sociedad. Mayte expreso:
“Mi rol de madre se ha expandido al encon-
trar nuevas formas de reconectarme con
mi hijo”. Martha le pide a la comunidad
que “abra los ojos y vaya mds alld de la
discapacidad. Si lo hacen, veran a la bella
persona que tienen delante.”

Este Circulo ha inspirado la formacién
de otros Circulos en Wenatchee y Napa Val-
ley, CA, que estamos seguros promoveran
nuevas posibilidades de esperanza.

The Native American
Community’s Call for Justice

eattle — The shooting death of Native

American woodcarver John T. Wil-
liams by a Seattle police officer in August
deeply impacted the local Native American
community. For the women of the Chief
Seattle Club Justice Circle, some of whom
were friends of Mr. Williams, the tragedy
hit close to home. Indeed, it raised fears,
concerns, and anger as they remembered
and recounted their own experiences with
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law enforcement.

The Justice Circle adopted two goals:
to prevent any further harassment of
people of color by police officers; and to
advocate that the officer who killed John
T. Williams be brought to justice. Marillyn,
one of the group members, commented:
“There are more than myself who are
deeply concerned about misuse of power.
By sharing our concerns, observations, and
experiences we can be awakened to bring
sound change in the future.”

The women came together with a
diverse community and attended a public
meeting with Police Chief John Diaz to:

Chief Seattle Club members advocating for justice.

* Learn more about the investiga-
tion into Mr. William’s death
* Demonstrate that the Native
American community would
not let police brutality go unad-
dressed
* Advocate for changes in police
training
As the formal investigation contin-
ues, the women are “moving forward,
looking toward
the future and
visualizing jus-
tice,” says Sta-
cey. They have
petitioned for
the prosecu-
tion of the officer and joined other local
groups to address police brutality. At this
writing the outcome is pending.

“Moving forward, looking

toward the future and
visualizing justice.”

Comunidad de Indigenas
Americanos hace un
Llamado a la Justicia

eattle—En agosto, la comunidad local

de indigenas americanos quedd pro-
fundamente afectada por la muerte del tal-
lador en madera John T. Williams, indigena
americano, a quien le dispar6 un policia
de Seattle. La tragedia afecté6 mucho a
las mujeres del Circulo por la Justicia del
Club Chief Seattle, algunas de las cuales
eran amigas del Sr. Williams. De hecho, el
incidente revivié temores e inquietudes al
recordar y contar sus propias experiencias
con agentes de la ley.

El Circulo se propuso
dos metas: evitar cualqui-
er otro agravio contra la
gente de color perpetrado
por policias y exigir que
se lleve ante la justicia al
policia que mat6 a John
T. Williams. Marillyn, una
de las participantes co-
ment6: “Hay muchos que,
como yo, estamos profun-
damente preocupados
por el abuso de poder.
Si compartimos nuestras
inquietudes, observacio-
nes y experiencias podremos despertar y
producir rotundos cambios en el futuro.”

Las mujeres, junto con varios otros
grupos comunitarios, asistieron a una
asamblea publica con el Jefe del Departa-
mento de Policia John Diaz para:

e Saber mas detalles de la inves-
tigacion sobre la muerte del Sr.
Williams

*  Demostrar que la co-
munidad de indige-
nas norteamericanos
no permitira que la
brutalidad policiaca
quede impune

* Persistir en solicitar
cambios en el entre-
namiento policiaco

Mientras continda la investigacion
formal, las mujeres estamos “avanzando,

mirando al futuro y visualizando la justicia”
dijo Stacey. El Circulo ha pedido que se
lleve a juicio al policia y se ha unido a otros
grupos locales para hablar sobre brutalidad
policiaca. Hasta el momento el resultado de
las negociaciones esta pendiente.

Equipped with Knowledge,
Immigrants Educate
Community

eaTac—The immigrant women of the

Angle Lake Justice Circle have found it
challenging to know their rights as tenants
and connect with others with the same
experience. They easily recall instances
with landlords that did not feel right —
large rent increases, extra fees, rundown
housing that was not repaired. However,
the women did not know their legal rights
to address their issues.

Jacque Larrainzar of the Seattle Office
of Civil Rights versed the women on the
law, tenant rights specific to immigrant
women, and available resources. “We need
to be more courageous about defend-
ing ourselves against injustices and help
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Reina, Isabel & Rosalia proofreading brochure.

people who need it,” said Isabel.
Educated and motivated, the women
set forth to advocate and act for safe,
family friendly housing. Their campaign
began with designing a Spanish language
brochure listing tenant rights, fair hous-
ing tips, and local tenant rights agencies.
The women, who first sought education
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Justice for Women is...

4 A grassroots movement for social justice in areas affecting women, especially women living in poverty.
4 A collaboration of 14 Northwest agencies serving women and their families.
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and understanding, are now acting as
the educators of the community through
sessions with other tenants and brochure
distribution.

The experience of participating in the
Circle was very powerful for the women,
Imelda shared, “I learned how to
value myself as a woman and to
defend my rights.”

Equipadas de
Conocimiento, Mujeres
Inmigrantes Educan a
la Comunidad

S eaTac—Las mujeres inmigran-
tes del Circulo por la Justicia
de Angle Lake encontraban dificil
informarse de sus derechos como
inquilinas y conectarse con otros
que compartian la misma expe-
riencia. Ellas recuerdan inciden-
tes con arrendadores que les
parecieron injustos: aumentos
excesivos en la renta, tarifas
extras, viviendas en mal estado
que nunca recibian mantenimiento, etc.
Lamentablemente en ese entonces, ellas no
conocian sus derechos legales y no podian
solucionar sus problemas.

Jacque Larrainzar de la Oficina de
Derechos Civiles de Seattle inform¢ al
Circulo acerca de la ley, sus derechos como
inquilinas, los recursos a su disposicién y
situaciones especificas relativas a inmigran-
tes. “Necesitamos demostrar mds valentia
en la defensa contra la injusticia y ayudar a
la gente que lo necesita”, dijo Isabel.

Informadas y motivadas, las mujeres
se decidieron a tomar accién en defensa
de vivienda segura y adecuada para la fa-
milia. Su campana empez6 con el disefio
de un panfleto en espaiol enumerando los
derechos del inquilino, consejos sobre las
condiciones aceptables de vivienda y agen-
cias locales de defensa de los derechos
de los inquilinos. Las mujeres, quienes
primero buscaron informarse y aprender,
ahora educan a la comunidad a través de
sesiones con otros inquilinos y distribu-
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Nuestra Casa
Glselle Carcamo, center back.

cién de panfletos.

Participar en el Circulo fue una gran
experiencia para las mujeres, coment6
Imelda: “aprendi como valorarme como
mujer y defender mis derechos.”

Circle Participants with JFW Coordinator,

Pedestrian Safety for School
Aged Children

S unnyside—The Circle identified a
safety issue—the lack of a sidewalk
near an elementary school used daily by
hundreds of children. Circle participants
learned that the road is managed by the
County not the City and is not yet sched-
uled for future paving or sidewalks. They
will continue to work with the County on
this important issue.

Seguridad Peatonal para
Ninos en Edad Escolar

S unnyside—El Circulo identificé un
tema de seguridad: la falta de una
vereda en una calle por donde diariamente
transitan cientos de nifios. Las partici-
pantes del Circulo se enteraron de que
el Condado, no la Ciudad, administra
la calle y que atin no estd programado

pavimentar ni poner veredas en esa zona.
Ellas seguiran trabajando con el Condado
en este importante tema.

Land Titles for Communities
by Abandoned Railroad Lines

C uscatlan, El Salvador—In
collaboration with The Cen-
ter for Exchange and Solidarity
(CIS) a Justice Circle has started in
Cantén Jiboa, San Rafael Cedros,
a community that has grown up
around abandoned railroad tracks.
The women from this Circle long
to own their homes and are orga-
nizing to ask the new government
to deed them the land they have
lived on for many years. According
to Sr. Susan Dewitt, CSJP, “Sal-
vadoran women are strong and
eloquent and could run the world
if given half a chance!”

“Salvadoran women are
strong and eloquent and
could run the world if

given half a chance!”

Titulos de Propiedad para Co-
munidades de la Linea Férrea

Cuscatlén, El Salvador—En colabo-
racion con el Centro de Intercambio
y Solidaridad (CIS) se inici6 un Circulo de
Justicia en Canton Jiboa, San Rafael Cedros,
una comunidad que ha crecido en terrenos
ala vera de las lineas férreas. Las mujeres
de este Circulo anhelan ser propietarias
de sus viviendas y se estan organizando
para pedirle al nuevo gobierno que les
entregue los titulos de propiedad de los
terrenos donde han vivido por muchos
anos. Segun la Hna Susan Dewitt, CSJP,
“Ilas salvadorefias son fuertes y elocuentes
y podrian gobernar el mundo si les dieran
la oportunidad!”

Justice for Women: A Northwest Collaboration

A program of the Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center with:
Catherine Place « Centro LatinoAmericano « Hope House ¢ Intercommunity Mercy Housing
Jubilee Women’s Center « La Casa/Hogar » Marie Rose House « Miryam’s House « Nuestra Casa
Providence Hospitality House « Sacred Heart Medical Center « Sojourner Place  Transitional Living Center « Women’s Hearth

Catholic Campaign for Human Development and Tulalip Tribes

Thank you to Rosamaria Graziani from Mujeres of the NW for helping us with the translation
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© To {)m[b relationships with others who want change

( )
Together we can make a

difference in the lives of these
 To c[m'm our personal and collaborative power women and our community
as a whole! Contact Giselle
Carcamo at 206.223.1138 or
@ To [eam tbe ski[{s of grassroots organizing and leadership gcarcamo@ipjc.org to get

® To take Aaction to create change \mvolved! J

® To UNOerstand the issues that make life difficult for low-income women
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SABADO 5 DE MARZO, 2011—10am-2:30pm Q

Justicia para la Mujer: | atinas (Conectadas para el Cambio

CELEBRANDO A LA MUJER LATINA'Y FOMENTANDO
NUESTRO PODER COMUNITARIO

St oseph——907 S 6th 5t——5unn35idq WA

Intercommunity
Peace & Justice Center
1216 NE 65th Street
Seattle, WA 98115
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