Catholic Social Teaching on Peacemaking
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute
you.” ~ Matthew 5:44
“They shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks; One nation shall not raise the
sword against another, nor shall they train
for war again.” ~ Isaiah 2:4

“Injustice, excessive economic or social
inequalities, envy, distrust, and pride
raging among men and nations constantly
threaten peace and cause wars.
Everything done to overcome these
disorders contributes to building up
peace and avoiding war.”
~ Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2317

“Peace cannot be attained on earth
without safeguarding the goods of
persons, free communication among
men, respect for the dignity of persons
and peoples, and the assiduous practice
of fraternity. Peace is ‘the tranquility of
order.’ Peace is the work of justice and
the effect of charity.”
~ Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2304

“Peace is not merely the absence of war.
Nor can it be reduced solely to the
maintenance of a balance of power
between enemies. Nor is it brought
about by dictatorship. Instead, it is
rightly and appropriately called ‘an
enterprise of justice’ (Is. 32:7). Peace
results from that harmony built into
human society by its divine founder, and
actualized by men as they thirst after
ever greater justice.”
~ Gaudium et Spes, Vatican II, 1965

“Peacemaking is not an optional
commitment. It is a requirement of our
faith. We are called to be peacemakers,
not by some movement of the moment,
but by our Lord Jesus. The content and
context of our peacemaking is set, not
by some political agenda or ideological
program, but by the teaching of his
Church.”
~ The Challenge of Peace, US Conference of
Catholic Bishops, 1983

“Among the signs of hope we should also
count the spread … of a new sensitivity
ever more opposed to war as an
instrument for the resolution of conflicts
between peoples, and increasingly
oriented to finding effective but
nonviolent means to counter the armed
aggressor.”
~ Evangelium Vitae, John Paul II, 1995
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