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Flint’s 100,000 poor and 
majority black residents 
began noticing their water 
looked, smelled, and tasted 
funny in 2014; people 
became concerned about 
bacteria and skin rashes. 
Despite continued com-
plaints no changes were 
made except for periodic 
advice to boil water to kill 
bacteria. A year and half 
later officials notified the 

public that the water was lead-poisoned, a fact 
they had known 8 months earlier.

As manufacturing jobs left Flint, unemploy-
ment, poverty and crime increased while 
tax revenue, quality education and munici-
pal services decreased. In order to save 
an estimated $5 million, Flint’s emergency 
manager decided to get untreated water 
from the Flint River. The full impact of over 
one and half years of lead poisoning on 
residents’ health and children’s brain devel-
opment will not be known for years.

Violet lives 
in Isle de 
Jean Charles, 
LA with her 
husband and 
two children 
in a small 
trailer. She 
has lupus 

and lives in fear that a flooded bridge 
will prevent access to a doctor when she 
needs it. Her teenage children often 
miss school when flooding prevents 
their school bus from reaching them.

American Indians fished, hunted and 
farmed among the lush banana and pecan 
trees that once covered over 22,000 acres 
of the Isle de Jean Charles. Since the 1950s 
over 90% of the island’s original landmass 
has washed away. Channels cut by loggers 
and oil companies have eroded much of the 
island, and decades of flood control efforts 
have kept once free-flowing rivers from 
replenishing the wetlands sediments. 

Hepatitis C is a 
chronic 
infectious 
disease of the 
liver that affects 
3.5 million 
Americans. 

Untreated, HEP C eventually leads to liver 
failure, cancer and death. Gilead Sciences 
developed Sovaldi, a drug which cures the 
disease at a rate of >90% and potentially 
alleviates the need for liver transplants, an 
expensive treatment. In the US Gilead sells 
the drug for a $1000 per pill for a 12-week 
treatment, $10 per pill in Egypt and $4 per 
pill in India. It has licensing agreements 
with several generic drug companies to 
make and supply Sovaldi to more than 90 
countries at lower prices. 

The US Centers for Disease Control 
reported that in 2013 nearly 1 in 10 US 
adults didn’t take their medications as 
prescribed because of high drug prices.
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 � “The poor will never suffer from 
starvation or lack of clothes unless 
the rich neglect their due.” —Hadith 
(Islamic Tradition)

 � “Every economic decision and institu-
tion must be judged in light of whether 
it protects or undermines the dignity 
of the human person.”—U.S. Catholic 
Bishops (Economic Justice for All)

 � “The economy needs ethics in order 
to function correctly — not any eth-
ics whatsoever, but an ethics which 
is people-centered.”—Benedict XVI 
(Caritas in Veritate)  

 � “Rabbi Levi ben Hiyyata said to 
teach that without earth, there is 
no rain, and without rain, the earth 
cannot endure, and without either, 
humans cannot exist.”—Genesis 
Rabbah (Jewish Tradition) 

 � “The environment is God’s gift to 
everyone, and in our use of it we 
have a responsibility towards the 
poor, towards future generations and 
towards humanity as a whole.”—
Benedict XVI (Caritas in Veritate)  

 � “If we could see the miracle of a 
single flower clearly, our whole life 
would change.”—Buddha

 � “Affordable and accessible health 
care is an essential safeguard of 
human life and a fundamental hu-
man right.”—U.S. Catholic Bishops 
(Faithful Citizenship)

 � “Health and wholeness in our 
communities cannot be achieved 
piecemeal nor can access to health 
care be regarded as the privilege of 
some.”—National Council of Churches

 � “The right of every individual to 
adequate health care flows from the 
sanctity of human life and that dig-
nity belongs to all human beings.” 
—Imam Sa’dullah Khan, The Islamic 
Center of Southern California
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t  � Reflect on our economic system.  Who 
bears the burden during times of crisis 
or economic downturns?

 � How are the needs of people who are 
poor and vulnerable addressed by the 
candidate’s economic policies?  

 � Does the candidate have plans to reform 
national and international economic 
policies in “people-centered” ways?

 � Reflect on our lifestyle, economic 
and political systems.  How do our 
choices impact the environment, es-
pecially in low-income communities?

 � What are the candidate’s policies for 
ethical, responsible, and sustainable 
use of land and resources?

 � How do candidates propose to ad-
dress Climate Changes’s dispropor-
tional burden on the poor?

 � Reflect on the ongoing health care de-
bate.  What role does life and human 
dignity play in the various positions?

 � Do the health care policies of the 
candidate meet the needs of people 
who are poor and vulnerable?

 � What is the position of the candi-
date on the role and responsibility 
of the individual, private sector, 
and government in health care?

Voter Discernment



Immigration Life & Human Dignity Violence
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Jose in Orlando, FL says he never knew 
that being undocumented holds you back 
from enjoying many things here in the 
United States until he was 15 and learned 
he was not here legally. He came to the 
US when he was 5 years old and lived the 
life of a normal kid with school, friends 
and just being a kid. When he got older 
he couldn’t get a normal job or even go 
to school or get his first car. It is hard 
and it keeps getting harder for some 
reason. Jose is 24 now and doesn’t really 
know where to turn for help.

TJ Holmes says he 
wasn’t speeding, didn’t 
forget to signal, wasn’t 
intoxicated and his 
license tags weren’t 
expired. When stopped 

by police, he asked the officer what prompted 
him to sprint to his car after seeing TJ leave a 
Starbucks parking lot and follow him for a block 
before pulling him over? The officer responded: 
“There have been a few reports of stolen cars in 
the area, and I wanted to make sure this wasn’t 
one of them.” TJ says, “I was stopped just for 
driving while black.”

Racism is still very much alive in our nation 
and churches. The truth is that individual and 
structural racism affects us all and is tearing at 
the very fabric of our nation, masked in seemingly 
benign policies in our criminal justice system, 
tax codes, school districts, and the allocation of 
federal resources. 

A 3-year-old boy was in a 
motel room with his 
parents and younger 
sister in Albuquerque 
when he took a handgun 
out of his mother’s purse 
and managed to fire a 

single shot. The bullet went thru his 
father’s derriere and his pregnant mother’s 
shoulder. According to his father, the boy 
was “shocked and crying.” 

In the first 4 months of 2016 alone, 
there have been 23 accidental injuries 
or deaths caused by gun discharged 
by toddlers aged 3 or under. Centers of 
Disease Control (CDC) studies in 1990’s 
showed that having a gun in the home 
was associated with a threefold increase 
in the risk of a homicide. The NRA was 
successful in lobbying Congress to stop 
funding CDC research on gun violence 
and public health, saying that it was 
being used to advocate for gun control.
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 � “You shall love the alien as yourself; 
for you too were once aliens in the 
land of Egypt.”—Leviticus 19:34

 � Governments must address “the root 
causes of forced migration, such as 
extreme poverty, unemployment, 
political persecution, armed conflicts, 
genocide, environmental degradation, 
religious intolerance, trade policies, 
and other forms of injustice.”—Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of America

 � “Whether we worship at a church, a 
synagogue, a mosque or a mandir, it 
does not matter. Whether we call God, 
Jesus, Adonai, Allah or Krishna, we 
all worship the same God of love. This 
truth is self-evident to all who have 
love and humility in their hearts!”—
Pope Francis (3rd Vatican Council)  

 � “Every being is an abode of God, worthy of 
respect and reverence.”—Hindu Scriptures

 � “Whatever is opposed to life itself, such as 
any type of murder, genocide, abortion, eu-
thanasia, or willful self-destruction, whatever 
violates the integrity of the human person ... 
whatever insults human dignity, such as sub-
human living conditions, arbitrary imprison-
ment, deportation, slavery, prostitution, the 
selling of women and children ... all these 
things and others like them are infamies 
indeed.”—Vatican II (Gaudium et Spes)

 � “The problem of intolerance must be con-
fronted in all its forms: wherever any minority 
is persecuted and marginalized because of its 
religious convictions or ethnic identity, the 
Well being of society as a whole is endangered 
and each one of us must feel affected.”—Pope 
Francis (Simon Wiesenthal Center 10/24/13)

 � “The whole of the Torah is for the 
purpose of promoting peace.”—
Babylonian Talmud (Jewish 
Tradition)

 � “When you build a new house, you 
shall make a parapet for your roof, 
so that you do not bring bloodguilt 
on your house if anyone should fall 
from it.” Deuteronomy 22:8

 � “The elimination of world hunger 
has also, in the global era, 
become a requirement for safe-
guarding the peace and stability 
of the planet.”—Benedict XVI 
(Caritas in Veritate)  
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 � Reflect on who benefits from our cur-
rent immigration policy.  Who suffers? 
What is the impact on our community?

 � Do the immigration policies of the 
candidate treat the migrant with 
respect and dignity?

 � What is the position of the candidate 
on international trade policy and 
poverty reduction programs to ad-
dress the root causes of immgiration?

 � Reflect on the list of “infamies” opposed to 
life listed by the 2nd Vatican Council. What 
would you add to this list today?

 � How is the promotion of racial justice 
evident in the policies and programs of the 
candidates?

 � How does the candidate address the right to 
life and human rights for all members of our 
local and global community?

 � Reflect on proliferation of lethal 
weapon in our streets. What hap-
pens to families traumatized by 
gun violence?

 � Do the candidates position foster 
peace & security for all?

 � How do the candidates approach 
gun violence in our commu-
nity and how do they propose 
to address it? Do the candidates 
advocate funding research and 
evidence-based policies?

Intercommunity Peace & Justice Center (IPJC)  •  206.223.1138  •  www.ipjc.org  •  ipjc@ipjc.org

Sources: BBC, Death Penalty Information Center, Dream Activist, Environmental Justice Now, Faithful Reform in Health Care, Families USA, Harvesting Health, Houston Chronicle, Huffington Post, Interfaith 
Environmental Network, Minnesota Without Poverty, National Council of Churches, New York Times, Religious Action Center for Reform Judiasm, USCCB, Vatican, www.unification.net


