
 

Earth Day Sunday 

April 22, 2018 
This year, Earth Day falls on a Sunday, inviting us to commemorate care for God’s Creation in 

our liturgies. We encourage you to incorporate the following Prayers of the Faithful into mass 

on Sunday, April 22nd and remember in a special way our call to care for the earth and care for 

the poor in Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si’. This can also be an opportunity to organize a 

delegation from your parish to attend the Laudato Si’ Summit on June 2nd, 2018.  

 

 That we may open our eyes to the wonders and beauty of all of God’s creation, and open our 

hearts to care for and protect it, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 That all who have suffered from our neglect of the earth – especially migrants and refugees 

who have been forced to leave homes due to environmental degradation and war – that they 

may receive healing and justice, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 That we may come to know the relationship between poverty and the fragility of the planet, 

and find new ways to care both for creation and for the poor, we pray to the Lord. 

 

 That we may be freed from the slavery of consumerism, growing in generosity and creativity 

to share the goods of the earth with one another, we pray to the Lord. 

 

 That we may use our economic resources and technological inventiveness to take care of the 

gift of creation, cultivating and protecting it for future generations, we pray to the Lord.   

 

Sample Bulletin Announcement:  

  

Care for the Earth, Care for the Poor: A Laudato Si’ Summit 

June 2, 2018, 10:00am- 3:30pm 

Seattle University Student Center  

Come join with other Catholics to respond to Pope Francis’ call to Care for our Common Home! 

This will be a day for Catholics to come together in prayer, learning and action around the 

Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si’, which invites everyone (all people of goodwill!) to Share the 

Journey in Care for the Earth and Care for the Poor. Keynotes include Dan Misleh (Executive 

Director, Catholic Climate Covenant) and Caroline Brennan (Global Humanitarian Response 

Team, Catholic Relief Services). Special blessing offered by the Archbishop of the Catholic 

Archdiocese of Seattle, J. Peter Sartain. Consider sending a delegation from your community to 

join in this Archdiocesan effort! This is a free event and lunch will be provided. Register at: 

www.ipjc.org/programs/a-new-solidarity-with-creation/  

http://www.ipjc.org/programs/a-new-solidarity-with-creation/

